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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 January 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1. Claims 1-19 are pending for examination. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



2. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter as being an intangible media (e.g., a 
program, procedure, etc.) and an abstract idea. A program is not tangibly embodied in 
a manner so as to be executable because there is no mention of the computer program 
being stored on a computer readable medium. 

3. Claims 1-19 are still rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zhao [U.S. Patent No. 6,035,404] in view of Fritz [U.S. Patent No. 6,757,679]. 

4. Zhao discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Taking claims 1 and 19 as 
exemplary claims, the reference discloses in a multi-user computer system comprising 
processing a log-on request entered by a user at a terminal (e.g., see cols. 5-6), 
wherein the creation of a user session is halted when more than a maximum number 
(e.g., see col. 6, lines 9-12), maintained as a variable in the multi-user computer 
system, of log-on requests are being processed simultaneously, said system including 
an adjustment mechanism for dynamically adjusting the maximum number of user 
sessions which can be processed simultaneously (e.g., see cols. 5-6). 

While Zhao uses a login manager with the state lookup table (SLT) and the bits 
masked in area 32 to determine the maximum number of concurrent users that 
permitted to be logged on at the same time, Zhao does not mention the use of queue for 
controlling the number of requests concurrently . Fritz on the other hand disclose the 
use of queue to control the number of requests concurrently (e.g., see col. 3, lines 31- 
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55). Since both of these two references are dealing with controlling the maximum 
number of simultaneously requests to logon to the system, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Fritz's queue into Zhao's 
system so that additional feature of controlling the maximum number of concurrent 
users can be achieved. 

5. As to claim 2, Fritz discloses one request is performed when the other has been 
completed (e.g., see 14, the use of queue pointer for control the requests). 

6. As to claims 3 and 1 1 , Fritz discloses each request is assigned a lot at a certain 
position in a waiting queue (assigning priority to the request and placed it in the queue, 
see col. 3 (lines 31-43)). 

7. As to claims 4 and 8, such feature of displaying information to the user would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made because this is merely showing data on a computer monitor or screen. 

8. As to claim 5, Fritz discloses the feature of removing requests from the waiting 
queue (e.g., see col. 3 , lines 43-55). 

9. As to claim 6, Fritz discloses the feature of continually updated of the request 
and remove from the slot of queue (e.g., see col. 5, lines 33-52). 

10. As to claim 7, Fritz discloses the feature of cancel a request (dequeue, request to 
remove) (e.g., see col. 6 (lines 1-31, 64)). 

11. As to claim 9, Fritz discloses the feature of updating a user session during a 
certain time interval when the user session has been completed (e.g., see col. 5 (line 
18) to col. 6 (line 68)). 
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12. Applicant's arguments, see Pre-Appeal Brief Request, filed 1/26/07, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-19 under Fritz [U.S. Patent No. 6,757,679] have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Zhao [U.S. Patent No. 6,035,404] in view of Fritz [U.S. Patent No. 6,757,679]. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 

months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the 

period for response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, 

M.P.E.P 710.02, 710.02(b)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krisna Lim whose telephone number is 571-272-3956 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess, can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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June 5, 2007 



872-9306. 




